
✦Intro: If we are honest, we will have to admit that purity is not a well-
sought-after virtue.  We want it, but we donʼt want it.   The American male 

wants to marry a pure virgin.  A Snow White.  But the same American male 
is hot to chase Little Red Riding Hood. Still, underneath even in those who 

pretend for all their worth like there really isnʼt a God, ...still we all sense 
patches of dirtiness in ourselves, about ourselves.  Itʼs the stuff Tide canʼt 

wash out.  We canʼt Shout it out.   We can put whitening strips on our teeth, 
but what do you put on the heart?
✦1.  What is purity of heart?
✦There are two pieces to the definition of purity in this beatitude: 

✦1) purity means “unstained, uncontaminated;  lets say itʼs a solid 
brass doorknob but someone dripped green latex on it!  Its stained.
✦2) purity means “unmixed, or unalloyed”.  A metal alloy is a mixture 
of different metals for the sake of certain properties, say, malleability 

or being anti-corrosive.  Lets say we have a brass alloy doorknob.  
Itʼs not pure brass, but it wonʼt tarnish either.

✦So when weʼre talking about purity of heart we need to understand that 
we were born with both a contaminated heart, and a divided heart.  Both 

with stains, and mixed loyalties.  Many do not believe this, however.  Many 
folks maintain that man is inherently good.  Given the right circumstances, 

the right environment, we would do the right thing.  If we could just insure 
healthy parenting, the absence of drugs, a shielding from evil influences, 

the assumption is, we would all turn out as pure as the driven snow, 
sparkling like a newly polished SUV. 
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✦Know what the Bible says about that theory?  Itʼs a lie.  We are not 
inherently good. We are not good by nature. Rather, the opposite is true.  

We are evil by nature and it takes overcoming the evil to arrive at the good. 
Look at these verses.

✦Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline 

will drive it far from him. (Proverbs 22:15, NIV). 

✦The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can 

understand it? (Jeremiah 17:9, NIV).

✦I donʼt really think I need to prove this.  From what one mom told me, her 
toddler son, like the rest of us, is perfect proof of our inner impurity:

✦The family rules are to not push the buttons on the disc player or 
the stereo. Those are off limits.  Now one child in the home hardly 

seems to notice the buttons.  Heʼs fine with the rule. But the other... 
(same environment, same parents, same rules, same buttons)... this 

young boy, after hearing the instructions has sometimes been 
observed in quiet moments, standing next to the stereo ever so gently  

brushing his finger tips back and forth over the surface of the buttons.  
A faaar away look in his eye, as though he can hear a slithering voice 

saying, “Did Mom really say that you must not push any of the 
buttons in the garden for in the day you push thereon you shall surely 

die?” Or do you think his little toddler brain was pondering how loving 
mother must be to post healthy boundaries around her offspring?
✦No one has to teach us to sin, or to break rules, or to go our own 
way.  In Psalm 51 the writer declares “surely I was sinful from birth, 

sinful from the time my mother conceived me.”
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✦Now this is a problem, Iʼm sure you will agree.
✦2. My contaminated heart will disrupt my happiness.
✦Hereʼs the bad news: Whatʼs within me will come out!  Hence the concern 
with whatʼs within us! We simply cannot separate our sinful nature from our 

sinful behavior.  The way we are will always make it to the surface.
✦This is why there is a counseling industry in human culture; the 

dysfunction we grow up with doesnʼt go away because we move out.  
The damages weʼve endured do not heal merely with time. 

Everything within comes out of us in some way, sin included.
✦This is also by the way, why it matters what you allow into you.  

People say, “The filmʼs foul language doesnʼt affect me.  I can 
overlook it.”  Thatʼs not really true.  Maybe you donʼt start swearing a 

blue streak the next day, but it remains so that what you expose 
yourself to, or let within -does come out.
✦People who have escaped from lives filled with illicit behaviors, life 
in the sex trade, addictions, or crime –often report that while in these 

practices they never really noticed much of the rest of life; took no 
pleasure in say, flavor of foods, the colors of the sky, the magnitude 

of nature, etc. Sin disrupts our happiness, even our ability to know 
what it is!

✦The presence of sin is always a disruption no matter how insignificantly  
small a disruption you may decide it is.  

✦“For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one 

point is guilty of breaking all of it. For he who said, “Do not commit 

adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.” If you do not commit adultery 
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but do commit murder, you have become a law-breaker.” James 

2:10, 11, NIV.

✦Some people pat themselves on the back and say the things they do 
wrong are small and few.  Lets just say, a mere three sins in a day!  Ignored 

your coworker, kicked the cat out of the way, and made your client late for 
their next appointment.  Still, at 3/day, you have 20/week, 1000/year, 

70-80,000 in a lifetime. 
✦Thatʼs a far cry from “You must be perfect as you father in heaven is 

perfect.” Mt.5:48.
✦On top of this, God is interested in my heart; my motives behind my 

behaviors.  The “nature” of a person.
✦”I the LORD search the heart and examine the mind, to reward a 

man according to his conduct, according to what his deeds 

deserve.” (Jeremiah 17:10, NIV).

✦Did you notice rewards for “deeds” and “conduct” are tied to the 
state of the “heart” and “mind”?

✦The Bible tells us that to see God requires purity, or that entrance into the 
Kingdom of Heaven demands purity.  It is a big deal.  Listen.

✦“Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; 
without holiness no-one will see the Lord.” Hebrews 12:14, NIV.

✦I think that much of the time we tell ourselves things are little and donʼt 
really matter all that much.  But purity matters in the experiencing of God. 
✦Now for the good news:
✦3. A pure heart is possible!
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✦A.  First, this is why Jesus Christ came to our planet, died in our place on 
a Roman cross: namely to make us pure!  To pay our way.  Christ came to 

give you a pure heart.  To give us a chance to see God!
✦"Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her 

holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and 

to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle 

or any other blemish, but holy and blameless" (Ephesians 5:25). 

✦The church is the family of those who love Jesus and accept his 

gift.  If you desire the blessing of seeing and knowing God on into the 
next life as well, join the family of those who love him!  Your salvation 

is his gift.  Donʼt expect the church to be full of perfect people though.  
Weʼre all here on account of the gift!

✦B. Second, to learn purity I need to stop dividing my heart.  In fact, appeal 
to God for an undivided heart.  Jesus in this beatitude (Blessed are the 

pure in heart for they will see God.) is taking us back to the first 
commandment: “have no other godʼs before me!”

✦Often we have many little gods along with God.  Sports teams, 
pleasures.  We compartmentalize our lives and it never occurs to us 

that this is why we are not blessed and live unhappily.  We leave God 
out of our music.  We leave God out of our movies.  We leave God 

out of our work day.  We in essence tell ourselves that God is for a 
few hours on Sunday, that then thereʼs traveling volleyball (and God 

has really nothing to do with that), and then thereʼs school (and 
everyone knows the government doesnʼt want you to show any 
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awareness of God there; and then thereʼs what we do with our friends 
on the weekend.

✦The person with a pure heart, the undivided heart, serves the true God at 
all times and in every place. 

✦At work we work as though Jesus were our immediate superior, and 
we want our factory to have some Kingdom light in it.
✦At school we expect to see God in the things of Godʼs world we 
learn about.
✦When we compete, we do so as if Jesus was our teammate and on 
the field with us.
✦At home, we talk to other members of the family as though Jesus 
were sitting on the couch

✦Maybe youʼve sung this song in worship: 
✦Every move I make I make in you, you make me move Jesus, 

Every breath I take I breathe in you
✦Every step I take I take in You, you are my way Jesus, Every breath 

I take I breath in you. 
✦Teach me your ways, O LORD, that I may live according to your truth! 

Grant me purity of heart, that I may honor you. With all my heart I will 

praise you, O Lord my God. I will give glory to your name forever, for your 

love for me is very great. You have rescued me from the depths of death! 

(Psalms 86:11-13, NLT). 

✦C. Third: To learn purity of heart I need to accept correction.  By that I 
mean we need to seek and welcome it, not just put up with it.   Weʼre 

talking about God being active in our life to show us what needs 

The Snow White Life, Mt.5:8, Jer.17: 9-10
Once Upon A Time #7

6



adjustment.  Most of us donʼt meet angels.  Most of the time he comes 
through other people. 

✦Some time ago, I was standing at the kitchen sink while my best 
friend was sharing with me, shall we just say, a point of personal 

improvement that I needed.  You may be surprised to know that I was 
not immediately grateful for her insight.  In fact I was searching for 

something piercing to say about her. You know, to return the favor, 
and thereby taking the spotlight off my inadequacies by turning it onto 

hers. ( Iʼm sure none of you ever do this, but some of us try it once in 
a while.)  
✦Later, while I was still feeling tense and heated from our discussion, 
God came to talk to me about it.  It started out something like Adam in 

the Garden of Eden...
✦“Randy, what have you done?”
✦“Lord!” I said, “It was the woman thou gavest me!”

✦Eventually I got around to praying, “God what do I do in situations 

like these?  What?  You gotta tell me something.  What Iʼm doing isnʼt 
working!  How do I face criticism?”  I then picked up my Bible and it 

fell open in my hands to Job 34:31
✦”Why donʼt people say [to God,] ʻI have sinned, but I will sin 

no moreʼ? Or ʻI donʼt know what evil I have done; tell me, and I 
will stop at onceʼ? (Job 34:31-32, NLT).

✦I thought maybe that was the holy spirit, answering my question. It 
caught my eye because it was highlighted in yellow, which means 
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either I had read it before and forgotten what I learned, or an angel 
had come and used my highlighter.  ( I think it was the angel.)

✦Hereʼs what I was convicted of: you and I will never attain the pure, 
undivided, single-loyalty, uncontaminated heart if we are not the kind of 

person who will appeal to God and accept correction.
✦Conclusion:  
✦Of course, as with every line in the Beatitudes, there is a pay-off, a 
blessing.  In this case, it is that the pure, the loyal heart gets to see God.  I 

take that to mean that they enjoy a greater level of spiritual perceptivity. 
Namely, when we ask God our questions we actually hear his answers.  

We discover a greater awareness and responsiveness to the promptings of 
the Holy Spirit, instead of merely reading about such things in devotionals 

of people we never met.  We find a stronger ability to identify Godʼs 
directives for us on a day to day basis. We are able to actually see good 

experiences as blessings of God, pain as positive trial, resistance as 
victory, interruption as divine appointment, and recovery as for what it really 

is, healing.
✦My reward for a pure heart is spiritual perceptivity; open eyes to see God 

at work around me. 
✦“If you keep yourself pure, you will be a utensil God can use for his 

purpose. Your life will be clean, and you will be ready for the Master 
to use you for every good work.” 2 Timothy 2:21, NLT.

✦If Jesus were physically here, he might say something like... “Will 
anybody here make up their mind right now to be pure in heart?  If you will, 

youʼll understand and see me more clearly than you do right now.”  
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✦Has your heart ever longed for that? 

Stand for closing prayer.
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